MASTER FUNDING AGREEMENT

Please scroll down to review the full Master Funding Agreement.

By selecting “Acknowledge,” you confirm that you have reviewed, understand, and agree to the terms of this Agreement, including that any grant, charitable contribution, sponsorship, or other funding provided by The CARES Organization is intended solely to further charitable purposes and activities consistent with the Recipient's mission and applicable law. You further acknowledge that funds received pursuant to this Agreement shall not be used to provide any private benefit, ownership interest, contractual entitlement, or other consideration to The CARES Organization, its directors, officers, employees, donors, or affiliates, except as expressly authorized under this Agreement and applicable law.

After acknowledgment, a copy of the completed Agreement will be sent to you for your records and to The CARES Organization for its records, together with any applicable bank wire instructions, payment instructions, grant documentation, or funding materials necessary to proceed with the funding request.

Recipient Information (please complete below)
Organization Name:
Primary Contact Name:
Title:
Phone: 					Email Address:
Mailing Address:
City: 						State/Province:
Postal Code: 					Country:
Amount Funded (USD): $
Funding Purpose:

Parties

This Master Funding Agreement (“Agreement”) is entered into as of its date of execution above (“Effective Date”) by and between:

The Cares Organization, Inc. (“CARES”, “Donor”), a Texas-based nonprofit public charity recognized under Sections 501(c)(3) and 509(a)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code, EIN 92-2900377, located at 539 W. Commerce Street, Suite 8439, Dallas, Texas 75208 USA, and

“Recipient”, “Sponsored Project” listed above.

CARES and Recipient may each be referred to as a “Party” and collectively as the “Parties.”

Nothing in this Agreement shall be interpreted to create a legal partnership, joint venture, agency relationship, or fiduciary relationship between the Parties.

Each Party retains full control over its own operations, governance, and charitable activities.


Funding

CARES agrees to provide funding to Recipient in the amount stated above.

CARES may make additional contributions in one or more future tranches in such amounts and at such times as it may determine, which contributions shall be governed by the terms of this Agreement and any amendments thereto, unless otherwise agreed in advance in writing by the Parties. Payment instructions will be emailed upon execution.

The Cares Organization, in its sole discretion set forth by its Board of Directors, elected the manner and allocation in which to distribute funds to Recipient in compliance with its use of funds designation, as well as legal and statutory guidelines.

Purpose

The Parties desire to collaborate on an ongoing basis to develop, support, fundraise for, sponsor, and implement charitable initiatives benefitting youth and communities globally. Such initiatives may include programs or projects relating to youth or community development that:

· Promote, develop, administer, or advise on youth development charitable programs or related initiatives
· Establish, operate, support, or integrate facilities, programs, and activities relating to sports, education, music, arts, fashion, automotive culture, and related youth and/or community initiatives
· Provide a source of educational, life-skills, and development programming for the community
· Develop or implement local, national, or international cultural, educational, or philanthropic campaigns
· Promote agriculture and farming initiatives, social enterprises to uplift at-risk and disadvantaged families, populations and communities through work and income, hunger relief, food and nutrition, water resources, conservation, essential health and medicine, and more
· Design, organize, support, or implement charitable event-driven or fundraising charitable initiatives, public awareness campaigns, and community engagement related to the charitable purposes set forth in this Agreement.

This Master Funding Agreement as structured avoids:

· A new agreement for every youth initiative
· A new agreement for every fundraising campaign
· A new agreement for every donation

CARES and Recipient operate under one umbrella Master Agreement covering youth-focused programs in sports, education, music, arts, fashion, automotive culture, and related community initiatives, while retaining the flexibility to support multiple projects, programs, campaigns, donors, grants, and charitable initiatives as opportunities arise.

Use of Funds

Recipient shall use all funds solely for the charitable purposes described in this Agreement.

The Recipient may directly implement such activities or may engage, collaborate with, contract with, fund, support, or otherwise utilize qualified partner organizations, charitable organizations, educational institutions, community organizations, governmental entities, consultants, contractors, service providers, or other third parties to assist in carrying out such charitable purposes.

The Recipient shall maintain reasonable records demonstrating that the Funds were used for the charitable purposes contemplated by this Agreement.

This Agreement establishes a framework for collaboration for one-time and future charitable funding without requiring a separate agreement for each project, campaign, or donation. This Agreement also preserves the independent governance, legal status, and fiduciary responsibilities of each Party and donor-related tax benefits.
Term and Expiration 
This Agreement shall commence on the Effective Date and shall remain in effect for all current and future gifts, grants, pledges, installment contributions, recurring donations, donor-advised fund recommendations, bequests, matching gifts, and other charitable contributions made by the Donor or through any donor-advised fund, foundation, trust, estate, corporation, sponsoring organization, or other third-party funding source designated, recommended, or controlled by the Donor, unless terminated or replaced by a subsequent written agreement executed by the Parties, and in all events no later than one (1) year from the Effective Date. This Agreement shall automatically renew for successive like terms, with a maximum cumulative term of no more than three (3) years per donated funds, unless otherwise amended in advance in writing by mutual agreement of the Parties.

The provisions related to Fundraising and Use of Tax-Exempt Status, Administrative Allocation, Annual Oversight Fees, Indemnification, Insurance and Risk Allocation, Compliance, Payment Allocations, and any other provisions which by their nature are intended to survive, shall remain in full force and effect for the life of the Project and for so long as the Project continues to operate, fundraise, or reference The Cares Organization’s tax-exempt status, affiliation, branding, or prior sponsorship.

Activation Fees and Administration Oversight Allocation

Any decision to allocate funding to a particular cause, program, project, campaign, grant, event, charitable initiative, or organization shall be made solely by The CARES Organization in furtherance of its charitable mission and tax-exempt purposes.

Activation Fee
An Activation Fee of ten thousand ($10,000) USD shall be assessed on a per-cause, per-program, per-project, per-campaign, per-grant, or per-event basis for each charitable initiative established, sponsored, administered, funded, monitored, or supported by The CARES Organization.

Unless otherwise agreed in writing, the Activation Fee shall be charged annually for each active charitable initiative receiving support from The CARES Organization. Multi-year initiatives shall be subject to a separate Activation Fee for each year during which support, sponsorship, oversight, administration, monitoring, compliance services, or funding is provided.

For the avoidance of doubt, Activation Fees apply separately to each charitable initiative and do not constitute a one-time fee covering multiple causes, programs, projects, campaigns, grants, events, or funding activities.

Administrative Oversight Allocation
For each charitable initiative, the percentage allocation is as follows:

Ten percent (10%) of all funds received, administered, raised, granted, processed, or distributed in connection with the applicable charitable initiative, unless a different allocation is agreed to in writing by the Parties, shall be retained by The CARES Organization as its Administrative Oversight Allocation to cover legal and regulatory compliance, risk management, due diligence screenings, insurance, fund administration, monitoring and reporting, accounting, banking services, payment processing, donor stewardship, marketing, public relations, audit support, and related administrative and operational costs.

Ninety percent (90%) of all funds received in connection with the initiative shall be available for charitable distribution and use by the Recipient, its charitable partners, and approved impact partners solely for charitable purposes consistent with this Agreement.

For clarity and transparency, the Parties acknowledge that the intended funding allocation for initiatives operating under this Agreement is generally 90% to charitable activities and impact delivery and 10% to administration, compliance, oversight, stewardship, and operational support.

Contributions received from our CARES donors shall remain in our accounts for up to ninety (90) days prior to disbursement to allow for compliance review, fraud prevention, financial verification, donor verification, dispute resolution, chargeback protection, legal review, and other risk management procedures. The CARES Organization may extend this period when reasonably necessary for legal, regulatory, compliance, audit, financial, or risk management purposes.

Following deduction of the Activation Fee and the Administrative Oversight Allocation and any other fees expressly authorized under this Agreement, the remaining funds shall be available for charitable distribution and use by the Recipient and its charitable partners solely for approved charitable purposes consistent with this Agreement.

The Activation Fee and Administrative Oversight Allocation is intended to compensate The CARES Organization for its charitable sponsorship, fiscal sponsorship, administration, governance oversight, compliance review, stewardship, reporting obligations, brand management, cause marketing, risk monitoring, legal oversight, financial administration, recordkeeping, audit support, legal/financial/regulatory risk exposure, and other continuing responsibilities associated with the charitable initiative.

Program and Project Operations Fees

Any other Program Activation Fee, Project Activation Fee, Grant Administration Fee, Implementation Fee, Project Management Fee, Event Activation Fee, or similar fee required to establish, support, administer, implement, monitor, or manage a specific charitable cause, program, project, campaign, grant, event, or initiative (collectively, "Program/Project Operations Fees") shall be separate from and in addition to the Activation Fee and Administrative Oversight Allocation described herein.

Continuing Oversight Obligations

Notwithstanding the expiration, termination, completion, suspension, or cessation of funding under this Agreement, for so long as any charitable initiative established, sponsored, funded, administered, or supported by The CARES Organization continues to operate, solicit or receive funds, conduct activities, or reference, rely upon, or benefit from The CARES Organization's tax-exempt status, charitable sponsorship, affiliation, branding, name, trademarks, goodwill, fiscal sponsorship, compliance review, governance support, charitable infrastructure, or prior funding relationship, the Recipient shall remain responsible for the applicable annual Activation Fee and Administrative Oversight Percentage Allocation for such initiative unless otherwise agreed in writing by The CARES Organization.

Reporting

Recipient shall provide an annual report no later than sixty (60) calendar days following the end of each calendar year describing:
(a) use of funds;
(b) charitable activities conducted;
(c) measurable impact achieved; and
(d) any information reasonably requested by CARES for compliance, stewardship, or donor reporting purposes.
Failure to provide required reports may result in suspension of future funding.
The Recipient is strictly prohibited from diverting funds for any purpose other than explicitly stated in this Agreement. Therefore, the Recipient commits to maintaining precise records of all expenditures related to the project or program, and pledges to provide these records to the Donor upon request and solely if the need arises due to legal, statutory, or tax authorities request for compliance. In the event that the authorities conducting an audit or evaluation find that the Recipient misused funds for unauthorized purposes, the Donor reserves the right to request a reimbursement or return of the portion of the funds that deviated from the agreed-upon uses in order to be compliant with US authorities. 

The Recipient asserts, if and where applicable, a commitment to willingly comply with the manufacturing and delivery of products in the country(ies) where the product is manufactured, as stipulated in this Agreement. Should unforeseen factors, such as force majeure, disrupt the construction of facilities or result in non-compliance with product delivery specifications, the Recipient must, at its own expense, either choose to distribute products from alternate locations, or disclose the situation and a plan of action in an effort to arrive at a mutually satisfactory resolution.

Compliance

Recipient represents and warrants that:

(a) it operates exclusively for charitable purposes;
(b) funds received under this Agreement will not be used for political campaign activity, terrorism, sanctions violations, bribery, corruption, or unlawful purposes;
(c) it will comply with all applicable laws and regulations, including but not limited to U.S. Patriot Act, Non-Discriminatory Practices, Non-Religious Program Support or Political Campaign Activities, U.S. and International Grant Terms; and
(d) information provided to CARES is accurate and complete.
Recipient authorizes CARES to conduct reasonable compliance, due diligence, sanctions, anti-money laundering (AML), and related screenings. Information obtained through such screening activities shall be treated as confidential and may be disclosed only to CARES, its partners, and other persons with a legitimate need to know in connection with the organization's lawful charitable activities, or as otherwise required by law.
Fundraising and Tax Status

Recipient acknowledges that CARES is a U.S. tax-exempt nonprofit and public charity.

Recipient shall not represent that contributions made directly to Recipient are tax-deductible through CARES unless such funds are received and administered under the sole discretion and control of CARES. Recipient shall not use CARES' name, branding, tax-exempt status, or affiliation in fundraising or donor solicitations without prior written approval.

Public Recognition and Intellectual Property

Each Party grants the other a limited, non-transferrable, non-exclusive, non-sublicensable, revocable license to use, copy, and display its approved names, logos, and marks as set out via separate email or communication, solely for charitable, stewardship, reporting, fundraising, marketing, partnership, collaboration, and public recognition purposes related to this Agreement. Each Party retains all ownership rights in its intellectual property.
Each Party acknowledges that (a) it has no interest in the other party’s marks other than the license granted under this Agreement, (b) the other party will remain the sole and exclusive owner of all right, title, and interest in its marks, and (c) any and all goodwill in the other party’s marks will inure solely to the benefit of the other party. The Parties will comply with any reasonable trademark guidelines that the other may provide. For clarity, nothing in this Agreement is intended to give either Party any ownership or other rights in any property or related intellectual property created in connection with this Agreement.
The Parties may not use each other’s name or marks in any manner that suggests or implies endorsement of political views or religious beliefs, including, without limitation, in connection with any campaign activity for or against a political candidate, advocacy, or in connection with any lobbying activity.
Termination 
Either Party may terminate immediately upon material breach, fraud, misuse of funds, violation of law, or conduct that materially damages the reputation, mission, or legal compliance of the other Party. Any obligations relating to approved initiatives, funding commitments, reporting, compliance, audit rights, intellectual property, confidentiality, indemnification, or other provisions intended to survive shall remain in effect following termination.
Termination shall not take effect during the active planning, execution, or completion of any jointly supported event, program, or project, including but not limited to rallies, galas, fundraising campaigns, or other charitable initiatives that have been publicly announced or are already in progress, unless the Parties mutually agree otherwise. Programs or Projects approved prior to the effective date of termination shall survive termination and continue to be administered and completed in accordance with their respective terms. Any funds held by either Party in connection with such Programs or Projects shall remain restricted to their designated charitable purposes, and the Parties shall continue to fulfill all applicable administrative, monitoring, and reporting obligations required under this Agreement or any related grant or fiscal sponsorship agreements.
Indemnification
Recipient acknowledges and affirms that CARES has placed substantial reliance, and will continue to rely on its assurances that this gift(s) will be utilized to entirely fulfill the designated use of funds as outlined herein. Furthermore, Recipient recognizes that CARES, along with individuals, foundations, endowments, and/or corporate sponsors entrusting CARES with the stewardship of their funds, will invest invaluable financial and reputational assets based on the assurances provided by the Recipient.
Recipient will indemnify, defend, and hold CARES, and its directors, officers, employees, agents, donors, and assigns (collectively, “Indemnified Parties”) harmless against any and all claims, liabilities, losses, damages, and/or expenses any Indemnified Party may suffer and which arise directly or indirectly from: (a) Recipient’s performance under or breach of this Agreement; (b) claims by third parties of infringement, misappropriation, or other violations of intellectual property and other rights arising out this Agreement, or (c) arising out of or related to: (i) the construction, development, implementation, management, or operation of the Project; (ii) bodily injury, death, or property damage occurring in connection with the initiatives; (iii) acts or omissions of the Recipient, its employees, contractors, agents, donors, or affiliates; (iv) violation of applicable laws, regulations, or permitting requirements in any jurisdiction; (v) misuse or misapplication of grant funds; (vi) breach of this Agreement; (vii) any chargeback, payment reversal, refund demand, returned contribution, or similar claim relating to funds raised by or for the benefit of the Recipient, and shall promptly reimburse CARES for any such amounts, together with any related bank fees, merchant processing fees, penalties, costs, or expenses incurred by CARES; or (viii) any claim, dispute, investigation, liability, loss, damage, cost, or expense, including reasonable attorneys' fees and professional fees, arising out of or relating to the Recipient, its fundraising activities, its rallies and events, its representations to donors, or its use of funds, and to the extent any claim, dispute, refund demand, or liability requires the return of funds, the Recipient shall promptly reimburse or return such amounts to CARES upon demand.
Recipient’s indemnification obligations shall apply regardless of whether a claim is asserted directly against the Recipient or jointly against the Recipient and any Indemnified Party. Recipient shall have no obligation to indemnify an Indemnified Party to the extent a final judicial determination establishes that such liability resulted solely from that Indemnified Party’s gross negligence or willful misconduct.
Notices and Tax Form Delivery Consent

Notices and consents under this Agreement must be in writing and delivered by mail, courier, or email to the contact persons set out in this Agreement. Parties further consent to delivery of any required tax forms or related notices by mail or by electronic means. Addresses may be changed by written notice to the other party.

Morality Clause and Non-Disparagement

If either Party, or any of its directors, officers, employees, representatives, donors, partners, or affiliates, engages in conduct that would reasonably be expected to damage the reputation, integrity, charitable mission, or public trust of the other Party, including but not limited to fraud, criminal conduct, regulatory violations, or other acts of moral turpitude, the affected Party may, upon written notice, discontinue public recognition, remove branding or affiliations, suspend collaboration, or take such other actions as it reasonably deems appropriate.

Neither Party shall make or publish any false, misleading, defamatory, or disparaging statements concerning the other Party or its directors, officers, employees, representatives, affiliates, donors, or partners. The Parties acknowledge that a breach of this provision may cause irreparable harm for which monetary damages may be inadequate, and the affected Party shall be entitled to seek injunctive relief and any other remedies available at law or equity. This provision shall survive termination of this Agreement.

Insurance and Independent Responsibility

Recipient shall maintain insurance coverage appropriate to its rally, events, and fundraising activities and applicable law and shall provide evidence of such coverage upon reasonable request. Recipient remains solely responsible for its operations, personnel, activities, legal compliance, and use of funds. If construction activities are involved in the use of funds, appropriate construction and/or builder’s risk coverage. If programming involves minors or youth activities that involve risk in sports, liability coverage appropriate for youth engagement, risk levels, and supervision. 

CARES including its directors, officers, employees, and representatives, shall be named as an Additional Insured on the applicable liability policies. Such coverage shall be primary and non-contributory with respect to any insurance maintained by The Cares Organization. The applicable policies shall include a waiver of subrogation in favor of The Cares Organization.

Certificates of Insurance (COIs) evidencing the required coverage shall be provided upon request to The Cares Organization no later than 60 calendar days after any disbursement of funds and shall be maintained throughout the duration of the Project. Renewal certificates shall be provided annually upon request.

Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to create a partnership, joint venture, agency relationship, or operational control by CARES over Recipient. Recipient, including its implementation and/or operations partners and designees, individually and collectively, retains full responsibility for all operational, construction, programmatic, and local legal compliance obligations.

General Provisions

The Parties agree that electronic signatures shall be valid and binding. Signatories may use electronic signatures, including secure platforms or scanned signatures, with the same legal effect as original signatures. This Agreement may be signed in counterparts, each considered an original, but collectively constituting one instrument. Any amendment must be in writing and signed by both Parties. If any provision is held unenforceable, the remaining provisions shall remain in full force and effect. 

This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of Texas.
	
Any claim, dispute, complaint, refund request, chargeback, payment reversal, or legal claim relating to this Agreement must be submitted in writing within thirty (30) calendar days after the claiming party knew or reasonably should have known of the facts giving rise to the claim.

Any dispute arising under this Agreement shall first be submitted to mediation. If mediation is declined within sixty (60) calendar days or does not resolve the dispute within one hundred eighty (180) calendar days, the matter shall be resolved by binding arbitration in Dallas, Texas.

The party initiating the claim, dispute, complaint, chargeback, payment reversal, or other proceeding shall be responsible for all mediation, arbitration, administrative, filing, and related costs, except as otherwise required by law. Frivolous, unsupported, or bad-faith claims may be dismissed by the mediator or arbitrator, and the initiating party may be assessed all associated costs and expenses.

CARES is classified as a U.S. public charity, nonprofit corporation recognized as tax-exempt under Section 501(c)(3) and 509(a)2 of the Internal Revenue Code. Recipient should consult with a tax advisor in the applicable jurisdiction. This Agreement is not a substitute for professional advice, nor should it be used as a basis for any decision or action that may affect the Recipient’s business or interests. 

By executing this Agreement and receiving a donation, the Recipient acknowledges and agrees to its terms and conditions as of the first date stated above.



